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While the neglect, limited amenities, vandalism, and crime of St. Louis’s
post-war public housing projects were falsely attributed to modern

architecture, Pruitt-lgoe’s failure was due to numerous social, political, and
economic factors that should be held accountable. After the 1949 US

Housing Act, urban renewal and slum clearance became the primary focus
for many cities, leaving public housing an afterthought. As the white middle
class was leaving for the capitalistic ideals of suburban home ownership
and private automobiles, the displaced welfare class of minorities remained
in need of urban public housing. Economic and spatial limitations, political
control, and marginalization laid the groundwork for the Pruitt-Igoe project,
with modernism’s isolating, controlling designs simply reinforcing the main 21 Fact
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causes of the project’s downfall.
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